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DUNBAR AND THE WRIGHT BROTHERS- COMPOSER CELEBRATES CONNECTION 
BETWEEN MEN WHO GAVE SO MUCH TO DAYTON AND THE WORLD 
I know why the caged bird sings, ah me, When his wing is bruised and his bosom sore,-
When he beats his bars and he would be free; 
It is not a carol of joy or glee, But a prayer that he sends from his heart's deep core, 
But a plea, that upward to Heaven he flings - I know why the caged bird sings! 
From Sympathy by Paul Laurence Dunbar 
DAYTON, Ohio- Dayton poet Paul Laurence Dunbar's description of a yearning for 
freedom in his poem Sympathy bears no connection to Orville and Wilbur Wright's literal 
pursuit of freedom in flight. Yet Dunbar shares a deep enough connection with Dayton and the 
famed flying brothers that his words now serve as the foundation of a new musical composition 
created to honor Dayton's anniversary of flight. 
In Sunshine and In Shadow, featuring the text of Dtmbar's An Ante-Bellum Sermon, 
Sympathy and The Colored Band, will have its world premier during a free concert featuring 
student ensembles from both universities. The concert, a "gift to the city of Dayton" from the 
universities, will be at 7:30p.m. Sunday, Feb. 1, at the Dayton Masonic Temple and is open to 
the public. 
"Even though Dunbar's words are not connected to the Wright Brothers' work, they do 
reflect the images of an era," says Robert Jager, the award-winning composer commissioned by 
the University of Dayton and Wright State University to compose the piece. "And since Dunbar 
was born and buried in Dayton, it seemed to me to be quite appropriate to compose music 
based upon his texts. I chose three of his poems and put them together as a triptych designed to 
be celebratory in nature from a different point of view," Jager said. 
A_s the Wright Brothers were making history in Kittyhawk in 1903, Dunbar was being 
celebrated in the United States and Europe for his work as poet and author. But their 
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connection started when the men were students together in Dayton's Central High School, where 
Dtmbar and Orville Wright were classmates. Dunbar also worked with the brothers -who 
operated a successful printing business as well as their more widely known bicycle shop - to 
publish several issues of his short-lived newspaper, the Dayton Tattler. 
"In his time, Paul Laurence Dunbar was as much a celebrity as were the Wright 
Brothers," Jager said. "He was highly regarded both here and in Europe, and elocutionists, who 
became known as 'Dunbareans,' delighted in reciting his poetry- but no more so than I have 
delighted in setting them to music." 
Jager, professor emeritus of music at Tennessee Technological University, has published 
more than 120 works for band, orchestra, chorus and chamber ensembles, and continues to 
compose from his home in Cookeville, Tenn. He has conducted and lechtred throughout the 
United States, Canada, Europe, Japan and China, and his music has been performed by 
orchestras around the world. 
He has earned a number of awards for compositions, and is the only composer to have 
thrice earned the American Bandmasters Association's Ostwald Award, recognized in music as 
one of the most prestigious awards in the U.S. for composition. 
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